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T CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 

JP-A-2000-168252 (filed by Konica Corporation) 
discloses a multicolor image-forming material which comprises 
an image-receiving sheet having an image-receiving layer and 
a heat transfer sheet comprising a support having thereon a 
light-to-heat converting layer and an image-forming layer, 
wherein image-recording is performed by irradiating the 
image-forming layer in the heat transfer sheet and the 
image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet superposed 
with laser beams, to thereby transfer the area of the 
image-forming layer subjected to irradiation with laser beams 
to the image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet, 
and the layer thickness of the light-to-heat converting layer 
(g/m 2 ) and absorption density are disclosed in Table 1, but 
there are not disclosed that it is particularly preferred to 
make the ratio of the optical density (OD) of the light-to-heat 
converting layer in each heat transfer sheet to the layer 
thickness, i.e., OD/layer thickness (vim unit), 0.57 or more, 
and that the recording area of the multicolor image is a size 
of 515 mm or more multiplying 728 mm or more. 

JP-A-2001-10244 (filed by FF) discloses a multicolor 
image-forming material which comprises an image-receiving sheet 
having an image-receiving layer, and a plurality of heat transfer 
sheets each comprising a support having thereon a light-to-heat 
converting layer and an image-forming layer, wherein 
image-recording is performed by irradiating the image-forming 
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layer in each heat transfer sheet and the image-receiving layer 
in the image-receiving sheet superposed with laser beams, to 
thereby transfer the area of the image-forming layer subjected 
to irradiation with laser beams to the image-receiving layer 
in the image-receiving sheet, and, as one example of the 
light-to-heat converting layer, that OD/layer thickness = 
0.8/0.3 = 2.7 is disclosed in the Example, but there are not 
disclosed that it is particularly preferred to make the ratio 
of the optical density (OD) of the light-to-heat converting 
layer in each heat transfer sheet to the layer thickness, i.e., 
OD/layer thickness ( jam unit ) , 0 . 57 or more , and that the recording 
area of the multicolor image is a size of 515 mm or more mult iplying, 
728 mm or more. ^ 

JP-A-2000-71634 (filed by Konica Corporation) 
discloses a multicolor image-forming material which comprises 
an image-receiving sheet having an image-receiving layer, and 
a plurality of heat transfer sheets each comprising a support 
having thereon a light-to-heat converting layer and an 
image-forming layer, wherein image-recording is performed by 
irradiating the image-forming layer in each heat transfer sheet 
and the image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet 
superposed with laser beams, to thereby transfer the area of 
the image-forming layer subjected to irradiation with laser 
beams to the image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet, 
and the same patent discloses that the transmission absorption 



coefficient of the light-to-heat converting layer is 0.85, 
the coating amount is 0-55 g/m 2 (paragraph [0109]), and that 
the image-receiving sheet is A2 size (paragraph [0135]), but 
there are not disclosed that it is particularly preferred to 
make the ratio of the optical density (OD) of the light-to-heat 
converting layer in each heat transfer sheet to the layer 
thickness, i.e., OD/layer thickness (pm unit), 0.57 or more, 
and that the recording area of the multicolor image is a size 
of 515 mm or more multiplying 728 mm or more (B2 size or more) . 

JP-A-11-334230 (filed by FF) discloses a multicolor 
image-forming material which comprises an image-receiving sheet 
having an image-receiving layer, and a plurality of heat transfer 
sheets each comprising a support having thereon a light-to-heat 
converting layer and an image-forming layer, wherein 
image-recording is performed by irradiating the image-forming 
layer in each heat transfer sheet and the image-receiving layer 
in the image-receiving sheet superposed with laser beams, to 
thereby transfer the area of the image-forming layer subjected 
to irradiation with laser beams to the image-receiving layer 
in the image-receiving sheet, and the same patent discloses, 
as one example of the light-to-heat converting layer, that 
OD/layer thickness = 1.0/0.3 =3.3 (paragraph [0064]), but 
there are not disclosed that it is particularly preferred to 
make the ratio of the optical density (OD) of the light-to-heat 
converting layer in each heat transfer sheet to the layer 
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thickness, i.e., OD/layer thickness (jam unit), 0.57 or more, 
and that the recording area of the multicolor image is a size 
of 515 mm or more multiplying 728 mm or more. 

JP-A-11-321099 (filed by Konica Corporation) discloses 
a multicolor image-forming material which comprises an 
image-receiving sheet having an image-receiving layer, and 
a plurality of heat transfer sheets each comprising a support 
having thereon a light-to-heat converting layer and an 
image-forming layer, wherein image-recording is performed by 
irradiating the image-forming layer in each heat transfer sheet 
and the image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet 
superposed with laser beams, to thereby transfer the area of 
the image-forming layer subjected to irradiation with laser 
beams to the image-receiving layer in the image-receiving sheet, 
and the patent further discloses the order of recording, the 
light-to-heat converting layer and that the image-receiving 
sheet is A2 size (paragraph [0077] ) , but there are not disclosed 
that it is particularly preferred to make the ratio of the 
optical density (OD) of the light-to-heat converting layer 
in each heat transfer sheet to the layer thickness , i.e., OD/layer 
thickness (\im unit) , 0.57 or more, and that the recording area 
of the multicolor image is a size of 515 mm or more multiplying 
728 mm or more (B2 size or more) . 
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